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~ a new university, Universiti Malaysia Kelantan (UMK) understands
that it has a long and winding road ahead before achieving excellence. Thus,
UMK needs to rigorously embark on effective strategies in all areas to ensure
its competitiveness in the near future. Apart from academic activities, research
and innovations, societal contributions, documentations and publications, are
among the main targets of UMK in generating and disseminating knowledge.
Therefore, UMK has organized a Scientific expedition on Lojinq forest with the
main objective to unveil the richness of its flora and fauna, and the community
living in the area. The outcomes of the expedition are now ready to be shared
with the local community and other stake holders. The publication of the book
"Lojing: Unveiling the Treasures of South Kelantan" is one of the documents,
based on the findings from the expedition.

The documentation of the richness of flora and fauna of Lojing has not been
attempted and the publication of the book will be the first of many more
documents on Lojing in future. I strongly believe that the publication of the
book is timely, since Lojing is now becoming an attractive spot for economic
activities. The geographical scenario of Lojing will change if no effort is considered
by academicians and policy makers in making Lojing free from unnecessary
exploitation. This book is presented in a holistic and systematic approach, to
provide a ctear understanding on the interactions between the flora, fauna
and man. The interactions demonstrate the close interdependence between
them and if the interaction is disrupted, the nature of Lojing will be permanently
changed. Thus, the concept of preservation and conservation, especially the
famous Rafflesia, which has been identified to be the icon of Lojing should be
observed.

Iwould like to convey my sincere gratitude to Professor Dato' Mohd Noh Dalimin,
the former Vice Chancellor of Universiti Malaysia Sabah for his undivided and
continuous support throughout the expedition.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the editorial board
for making the publication a success. The book is hoped to be useful not only to
the environmentalists and nature lovers, but also become a source of reference
for policy makers to plan and strategise the future development of Lojing.
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Simpang Pulai - Lojing
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Where Is Lojing ?
Where is Lojing? At the foot of the Titiwangsa Range. Lojing is adjacent to Cameron Highlands and the
nearest town is Brinchang (5km) in Pahang and Gua Musang (50km) in Kelantan. Being at about 1,OOOm
above sea level, Lojing is covered with hill dipterocarp and montane rainforest and there are several
peaks in the area; the highest being Gunung Warpu (1,800m).
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Lojing is covered
with highland tropical
rainforest and
diversed plant

From Gua Musang to Cameron Highlands
there is a left turn to Lojinq.
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The magnificent forest of Lojing
I Lojing: Unveiling The Treasures ofSouth Kelantan





ILojing ..Unveiling 1he Treasures a/South Kelantan

The unique nature of Rafflesia
attracts nature lovers.

If Lojing is to be identified by one thing it is Rafflesia
kerrii. See how big it is! In actual fact it may be
the largest Rafflesia in the world. In Malaysia this
species is only found at the borders of Kelantan,
Pahang, Perak and Kedah in Bintang Range. If
Lojing is destroyed so will this magnificent flower.
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istribution of Raff/esia kerri;

Rafflesia kerrii is endemic to Southern Thailand up to Lojing A
Pahang, Perak and Kedah. To date it has only been recorded in these I fons,
which means this species cannot be found anywhere else in the wa Id. Ttius,
this makes Lojing a very special site.
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The central disk
of Rafflesia kerrii shows
the slightly raised margin.

Rows of white blots
on the inner side of
Rafflesia kerrii

Rafflesia kerrii is among the
largest flowers in the world. It is
dull red with brownish tinge and

with numerous warts and scattered,
with 3-4 mm space between them.

The warts of Rafflesia kerrii are
the smallest compared to

other species.


