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A Study of Five Types of Chinese Syntactic Errors Committed by Malay Students
and the Pedagogical Implications

LAU Su Kia (University of Malaya, Malaysia)

NG Lee Luan (University of Malaya, Malaysia)
ANG Lay Hoon (University Putra Malaysia, Malaysia)
YE Baokui (Xiamen University, China)

LEE Hui Ling (University Malaysia Kelantan, Malaysia)

Abstract: All the public universities in Malaysia offer Chinese language classes for non-Chinese
students to learn Chinese. The Malay undergraduates who enrolled in such Chinese language
classes often face difficulties in learning the word order such as the use of “be1”, “ba”, “bi” as
well as in constructing sentences which involve the use of double verbs and double objective
nouns. This phenomenon reflects the learning difficulties that relate to inter-language influences.
The focus of this study is on the problems faced by these students in learning the afore-mentioned
syntactical elements. The respondents of the study consisted of 40 Malay undergraduate students
who were enrolled in the Chinese classes at two public universities in Malaysia, i.e. University of
Malaya (UM) and University Malaysia Kelantan (UMK). The mother tongue of these students is
Malay and they have no background knowledge of Chinese to start with. These students only
started learning Chinese upon enrolment into the two universitics. The data is mainly collected
from the students’ end-of-semester examination answer seripts, quizzes, take home exercises, and
various in-class written exercises. The data was analyzed in accordance with the features of errors
committed by the students in relation to the 5 pre-identified types of syntactic errors. In addition,
the researchers also conducted interviews with Chinese language teachers/lecturers who teach
Chinese as a second language in the two pre-mentioned universities. The focus of the interview
sessions is to find out how these instructors plan and teach the various syntactic structures in their
classes. The outcome of the interviews were then analyzed qualitatively. The findings of the study
revealed that the main factor that causes the Malay students to commit such syntactic errors is due
to negative transfer interferences, i.¢. the influence of their mother tongue (Malay).



Keywords: sentence features; errors in word order; Chinese; Malay undergraduates; teaching
approaches
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Buku saya telah dicuri (oleh) dia.
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Saya lebih tinggi (daripada) adik, saya juga lebih gemuk.

BHFHIBY BB Y.

Makanan Fakuiti Pendidikan lebih mahal (daripada) makanan Fakulti Sains.
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Durian lebih mahal daripada tembikai.
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Saya lebih malas, dia lebih rajin daripada saya.
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Saya berasa teh tarik lebih sedap daripada kopi.
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Saya balik kampung halaman (dengan) menaiki bas ekspres.

1 went back to my hometown by express bus.

) By O H-

Saya pergi ke pusat beli-belah (dengan) menaiki teksi.

L went to the shopping centre by cab.

WK A I G AL AP A1) BT A( L)

Saya dan kawan saya datang ke Universiti Malaya untuk menghadiri kelas
(dengan) menaiki bas atau teksi.

My friend and I come to University of Malaya by bus or taxi.
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Emak saya mengguntingkan surat khabar (dengan) menggunakan gunting.
My mother cuts the newspapers using scissor.
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Saya suka menulis (dengan) menggunakan pensel.

I like to write using a pencil.
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Cuaca sangat panas, saya memberikan segelas air (kepada) dia.
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Kawan saya menghantar sepucuk surat (kepada) saya.
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