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Morocco: An emergency vehicle driving through
floodwaters to evacuate residents and relocate them
to other towns following warnings about the Loukkos
River’s rising water level in Ksar el-Kebir. — AFP

that helps stray animals find homes. — AP

United States: Dogs participating in the annual Krewe
of Barkus parade during the Mardi Gras season in New
Orleans. The parade is named after a local non-profit
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Greenhouse’ set at the ‘Inside Aardman: Wallace
& Gromit and Friends’ exhibition at the Young V&A

museum in London. — AFP

UK campaign urges parents to discuss online dangers with kids

LONDON: Britain encouraged
parents to speak to their children
about the harmful content they
could encounter online as the
government looks into the pros
and cons of an Australian-style
ban on social media for under
16s.

Citing research that showed half
of parents had never spoken to
their children about harmful con-
tent, the government said yester-

day that the “You Won’t Know
Until You Ask” campaign would
provide them with the support
they needed to start conversations.

Technology Minister Liz
Kendall said she knew many par-
ents were worried about what
their children see and do online.

“We are determined to give
children the childhood they
deserve and prepare them for the
future,” she said.

“That is why we are supporting
parents with this campaign and
launching a consultation on how
young people can live and thrive
in the age of social media.”

The campaign will help parents
navigate safety settings on social
media platforms and start con-
versations on topics like misinfor-
mation and harmful content, the
government said.

It will be supported by TV ads

and content on Facebook, Insta-
gram and TikTok, initially in
Yorkshire, northern England, and
the Midlands, the government
said.

The campaign launches weeks
after the government said it was
prepared to take robust action to
protect children online, with an
Australian-style social media ban
for children under 16.

Ministers are due to visit

Australia, which imposed its ban
in December, to look at their
approach. Kendall has said
Britain was weighing the same
age threshold as Australia.

Spain, Greece, France, Slovenia
and the Czech Republic have in
recent weeks also said they were
considering similar restrictions as
attitudes harden against technol-
ogy that some say is designed to
be addictive. — Reuters




