Move to make education
accessible, equitable

! KUALA LUMPUR: The expansion

' of the Early Schooling Aid (BAP)

i to all students irrespective of
: household income highlights the
i government’s commitment to

i position education as a strategic

i investment with in-
i clusive and sustain-
i able access.

i Besides easing par-
i ents’ expenses, BAP
ialso focuses on
: strengthening stu-
i dent readiness as a
i key element in devel-
: oping knowledgeable
 human capital.

i The government
: continues to accord
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stages of schooling, which often
represented a critical adjustment
phase for children and adoles-
cents.

He said the initiative could en-
sure that every student began the
schooling session on
an equal footing,
thereby reducing the
risk of absenteeism.

“We often highlight
that BAP eases par-
ents’ financial bur-
den, but from a psy-
chological perspec-
tive, it has a
significant impact on
children. Physical
preparations, such as

i serious attention to Professor Datuk Dr  clothing, footwear
: education as a means Mohammad Shatar and school supplies,
i of producing compet- Sabran are closely linked to

i itive individuals, en-
: suring that the younger gener-

- i ation remains empowered.

i Malaysian Qualifications Agen-
i cy (MQA) chief executive officer
i Professor Datuk Dr Mohammad
i Shatar Sabran said the expansion

i of BAP to all students, including

i those in Form Six, regardless of
: household income reflected the

. i Madani government’s commit-
i ment to ensure continuity of

i quality education for all.
i “All children have the right to
i enter the schooling system re-

- i gardless of socio-economic back-
i ground.

¢ “Education is highly
. significant asitacts as
i a catalyst for creativ-
i ity and a driver of in-
i novation, equipping
i the younger genera-
i tion with skills need-
: ed to compete in the
i job market.

i “However, some are
i unable to fully enjoy
i this due to financial
i constraints.

i “For some, RM150
i may seem small, but it
i has significantly eased parents’
: burden in preparing essential

- i schooling needs,” he said.

:  Prime Minister Datuk Seri An-
i war Ibrahim, in tabling the 2026
i Budget last year, said the BAP
. would be continued this year,
i with nearly RM800 million allo-

- i cated to 5.2 million students from

i Year One to Form Five in gov-

: ernment schools, regardless of

i parents’ income.

i They will receive a one-off pay-
- i ment of RM150.

i Shatar said the assistance was

i not merely short-term support,
- i but also served as a catalyst for

i students’ emotional stability,

i particularly during the early

Dr Anuar Ahmad

students’ emotional
well-being,” he said.

Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia education expert Dr An-
uar Ahmad said distributing the
assistance in schools was the
most effective approach in
strengthening ties between
teachers, pupils and parents.

“This assistance is important as
a supplementary support, partic-
ularly for those in need.

“The distribution of assistance
at schools through parent-teach-
er engagements also provides an
opportunity for closer interac-
tion, which is an im-
portant element in
children’s educa-
tion,” he said.

However, Anuar,
who is also deputy di-
rector of the
Malaysian Inclusive
Development and Ad-
vancement Institute,
suggested that BAP
should be determined
based on actual
needs, like the num-
ber of school-going
children and parents’
financial capacity.

He said the poorest families
should receive more assistance to
ensure that government alloca-
tions were utilised equitably to
generate greater impact for those
in need.

Private sector employee Mo-
hamad Shofi Mat Isa, 40, said the
aid had helped reduce about 30
per cent of the cost of school sup-
plies for his three children.

“If asked whether it is suffi-
cient, even RM1,000 per child
may not necessarily be enough.

“Nevertheless, I am thankful to
the government for the assis-
tance, which genuinely helps par-
ents like us,” he said. Bernama



